Profile of Children Awaiting Adoption in the Philippines

STANDARD PROCESS 
How children are matched with families: The Inter-country Adoption Board (ICAB), the Philippines' Central Authority, has a very child-centered process to select the right family for a particular child.  When a child is legally cleared for international adoption, ICAB will provide a list of families with an approved dossier near the top of ICAB’s roster of families to the Child Caring Agency and ICAB’s Matching Committee for review. They will select a family for the child based on the strengths of the families and the needs of the child. The Matching Committee then submits the match options to the ICAB Board for final review and approval. Once a decision is made, then the formal Placement Proposal is sent to the appropriate adoption agency to present the child referral to the family.
  
Age: The majority of children matched by ICAB with families in the standard program are 2 – 5 years of age at time of placement. The children available can vary in age from 12 months to 15 years. 
 
Gender: More boys typically become available for international adoption than girls. Families must be open to the referral of a child of either gender and cannot decline a referral based on gender.   
  
Sibling groups: There are rarely healthy sibling groups under age 5, as these children are typically adopted domestically. Families can be open to siblings but must also be open to a single child. 
 
Health: While many children are healthy and developmentally on target, we are also in need of families open to children who have minor/correctable/manageable special needs. Examples: asthma, minor vision/hearing impairment, history of tuberculosis, developmental delays, conditions correctable with a minor surgery or treatable with medication (short-term or ongoing), born prematurely and/or low birth weight, malnutrition, abandonment (no parent history available). 
   
Where do children live? Most children live in care centers run by foreign missionaries or churches within the Philippines. Some children live in licensed foster homes, while others live in larger government institutions. In all of these environments, basic needs are met, such as nutritional food, clothing, shelter, routine medical care, and schooling. They also receive love, guidance, and special attention from their caregivers, and the bonding goes both ways. 

How do children in the Philippines become eligible for adoption? The most common reasons are severe poverty and the stigma of having a child outside of wedlock. Some children may be removed from their birth families due to abuse or neglect. A child can become legally cleared for adoption either by legal relinquishment by the birth parent(s) or by being declared legally abandoned. The background information as reported by the relinquishing parent(s) will be included in detail in the child study report you will receive upon referral. All children are very carefully matched to a family that has clearly expressed openness to particular family background information. 
 
SPECIAL HOME FINDING PROCESS 
If ICAB does not already have a family on the roster approved for a specific child’s profile, ICAB will release the child's information to multiple agencies for Special Home Finding efforts. These children are typically older (age 6+), part of an older sibling group (age 8+), or have some type of medical or developmental need. Holt participates in an Ambassador Program, a special program designed for the recruitment of specific older children who have been waiting to be matched, typically age 10 – 15. 
